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Does it feel like Web sites are loading a little faster? If so, it might be because broadband capacity grew across the

country in the first quarter of this year.

Internet connections were strongest in Delaware, which posted an average peak of 85.6 megabits per second,

according to the latest State of the Internet report from Akamai Technologies, which delivers a sizable share of all

Web traffic for clients such as Yahoo, IBM and several federal agencies and departments. D.C. and Virginia were

close behind with speeds of 79.2 and 79 Mbps, respectively. Capacity was lowest in Kentucky, where the average

peak speed was 37.1 Mbps.

Exactly half the states and D.C. posted increases of 10 percent or more, compared to just three states with double-

digit increases in the final quarter of 2014. Unlike the quarter before, every state saw speeds increase during the

first quarter of 2015, with exactly half posting double-digit gains. Washington, D.C., and Kansas posted the biggest

gains, of 20 percent. Tennessee saw the smallest gains of just 2.7 percent.

While Akamai also measures average overall speeds, the report’s authors argue that the average peak — an average

of the highest connection speed from each unique IP address in a region — better measures Internet capacity.

Speeds have generally increased over the past few quarters and there’s good reason to expect that growth to

continue, the authors suggest. Not only did the F.C.C. more than quadruple the broadband benchmark definition to

25 Mbps, but President Obama in January also announced several proposals to expand broadband access, including

enticements to expand rural access.

“At the state level, a number of initiatives were announced as well — including Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker’s

commitment of up to $50 million in capital funding to support the expansion of broadband access throughout

Western Massachusetts and New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s announcement that $500 million in state funds would

be offered as incentives to telecommunications companies investing in networks delivering minimum broadband

speeds of 100 Mbps,” the authors write. Locally, a number of providers also announced significant expansions of

high-speed service, too.
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The feminist appeal may not be

working for Clinton

In New Hampshire, Sen. Bernie

Sanders is beating Clinton among

women by eight percentage points,

according to a new CNN-WMUR

survey. This represents a big shift

from the results last week in the

Iowa caucuses, where Clinton won

women by 11 points.
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The Post's Dan Balz says ...

This was supposed to

be the strongest

Republican

presidential field in memory, but

cracks are showing. At Saturday

night's debate, Marco Rubio

withered in the face of unyielding

attacks from Chris Christie, drawing

attention to the biggest question

about his candidacy: Is he ready to

be president? How much the debate

will affect Rubio's standing Tuesday

is anybody's guess. But even if he

does well, the question about his

readiness to serve as president and



Here’s a look at how state connection speeds compare to other countries:

How state broadband capacity compares to other countries
The chart below shows average peak connection speeds—a measure of broadband
capacity—for states and countries around the world.
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SINGAPORE 98.5

HONG KONG 92.6

DELAWARE 85.6

D.C. 79.2

VIRGINIA 79

SOUTH KOREA 79

KUWAIT 76.5

ROMANIA 71.6

TAIWAN 71.5

RHODE ISLAND 70.2

JAPAN 70.1

QATAR 69.9

MASSACHUSETTS 69.7

MONGOLIA 68.9

UTAH 67.9

ISRAEL 67.3

NORTH DAKOTA 66.9



WASHINGTON 66.4

MARYLAND 64.4

CALIFORNIA 64.3

NEW YORK 63.7

NEW JERSEY 62.8

SWEDEN 62.8

LATVIA 62.1

OREGON 62

NETHERLANDS 61.5

CONNECTICUT 61.2

LUXEMBOURG 61.1

IRELAND 60.7

MICHIGAN 60.3

JERSEY 59.8

SWITZERLAND 59.7

PENNSYLVANIA 59.7

MACAO 58

NEW HAMPSHIRE 56.7

WISCONSIN 56.3

GEORGIA 56.3

INDIANA 56.2



ILLINOIS 56.1

SOUTH DAKOTA 55.8

MINNESOTA 55.7

TEXAS 55.6

FLORIDA 55.3

BAHRAIN 55

COLORADO 54.6

MISSOURI 54.2

ICELAND 54.1

NEVADA 54.1

BELGIUM 53.5

UNITED STATES 53.3

RUSSIA 53.1

FINLAND 53

BULGARIA 52.9

WYOMING 52.5

NORWAY 51.9

KANSAS 51.6

UNITED KINGDOM 51.6

NEBRASKA 51.5

URUGUAY 51.3



VERMONT 51

TENNESSEE 50.8

ARIZONA 50.8

THAILAND 50.6

HUNGARY 50.4

HAWAII 50

LITHUANIA 49.9

CZECH REPUBLIC 49.5

CANADA 49.5

IOWA 48.6

DENMARK 47.8

MONTANA 47.7

NORTH CAROLINA 47.6

SOUTH CAROLINA 47.6

WEST VIRGINIA 47.5

OKLAHOMA 47

PORTUGAL 46.8

GERMANY 46.5

ALABAMA 46.5

OHIO 45.7

ISLE OF MAN 45.3



UKRAINE 44.6

SPAIN 44.5

POLAND 44.2

LOUISIANA 44.2

SLOVAKIA 44.1

AUSTRIA 44

MAINE 43.4

ESTONIA 42.8

UAE 41.8

IDAHO 41.6

MISSISSIPPI 41.5

ALASKA 41.5

PUERTO RICO 41.2

MALTA 41

AUSTRALIA 40.8

SLOVENIA 39.2

NEW MEXICO 39.1

CURACAO 38.1

MOLDOVA 37.8

TURKEY 37.4

ARKANSAS 37.3
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KENTUCKY 37.1

NEW ZEALAND 36.7

CHILE 36.7


