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New America School is different but it
is not struggling
As president of the Governing Council and principal of the New America
School-Las Cruces, we’d like to respond to the article that appeared in the
Sept. 18 edition of the Sun-News, “Local Charter Schools Struggle.”

The overview presented in the article offers too simplistic a view of what is a
more complex issue. New America School-Las Cruces has made steady and
consistent improvement over the past five years. From 2015 to 2016, our state
letter grade increased almost 9 points within the C grade span, the letter
grade we have maintained since the school’s inception. If we continue this
trajectory, we will be a B school in 2017.

Charter schools were not created to be better than public schools; they were
designed to be different, to provide an environment of innovation, and to
address the needs of underserved students. Many students select NAS-LC as
their first choice school because of our strong faculty, outstanding facilities,
reputation for community service through Student Council, active National
Honor Society, opportunities for students to experience international
educational travel, and strong family outreach, as well as for our safe campus
community. For other students, however, we may be a school of last resort
and hope. Consider the following:

• Our students face exceptional challenges. NAS-LC’s student body is
compose of 23 percent single parents; 12.4 percent of our students are
homeless, 6 percent require special education services, almost 28 percent are
English learners, and 94 percent receive free or reduced meals because of
their economic status.
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• We need an educated workforce: Many of our students come to us from
other schools where they were not accepted because of age, limited earned
credits or other individual circumstances. Why do we take these students?
Because we know our community needs an educated workforce. Almost half
of our students, 45 percent, who attend our night school are 19 and older.
They are recovering credits and/or returning to school. They have untapped
possibilities waiting to be uncovered, given the chance. We are committed to
cultivating the enormous potential of students who were left behind.

• Our graduates dropped out of other schools. If the graduation rate for local
schools is at 65 percent, what happened to the other 35 percent? They
dropped out, foreclosing their chances for better jobs and a better life. Many
then seek out welfare or need to rely on other social service programs to
sustain themselves and their families. The fortunate ones, however, learn
about our school and enroll to earn a high school diploma. Since NAS-LC
opened, we have graduated 263 students, many who are adults and who now
have a much more optimistic outlook and means to contribute to our
community.

New America School-Las Cruces is steadily showing progress on the state
report card by promoting student academic success in our community,
particularly for English language learners and students who have lost hope of
receiving their diploma. We are the only school in southern New Mexico to
serve adults. The test results reported include everyone we serve. Given these
demographics, NAS-LC deserves to be recognized for the value it brings to the
entire community.

We take those who have been labeled as the broken, the failing and the
dispirited and give them the educational tools and support they need to
maximize their potential in a 21st century world. We know our students’
names, we know their stories, and we know how to help them achieve the
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American dream.

We are different from other schools, but we are not struggling. On the
contrary, we have a strong record of accomplishment. We are succeeding, one
student at a time.

John Muñoz is president of the governing school board and Margarita Leza
Porter is principal at New American School.


