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New America students heed MLK's
call to serve
LAS CRUCES - "Life's most persistent and urgent question is 'What are you
doing for others.'"

Some 80 students from the New America School in Las Cruces took those
words of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to heart — and to the streets — on
Monday.

In celebration of the MLK Day of Service, students from the non-traditional
charter school fanned out across the city to follow the fallen civil rights
leader's call to serve others. For two hours, students organized the library and
games at the Boys and Girls Club of Las Cruces. They picked up trash and
beautified the city's parks with Make Las Cruces Beautiful. They sorted
donations at Goodwill industries and Las Cruces Gospel Rescue Mission. And
they helped out with needed chores at El Caldito soup kitchen, Roadrunner
Food Bank and Camp Hope.

In all, about 160 work hours were donated by the students in King's honor
and to continue the work of bettering this community.

“Dr. King’s definition of greatness was based on service to others," said
Margarita Porter, principal of New America. "Rather than taking the day off,
our students demonstrate their greatness through their actions on the Martin
Luther King Jr. holiday.”

Most schools and government offices were closed Monday for MLK Day, a
national holiday recognizing the civil rights leader's birthday.

In return for their efforts, the students were treated to a pizza dinner at Ci
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Ci's, said Tony Ray, a New America English and social studies teacher who
was working with a group of students at the Boys and Girls Club.

Buy Photo

Jeanette Shorter, left, with Morningstar Church, directs Erik
Lopez, a student at the New America School, to load food into her
vehicle at the Las Cruces Gospel Rescue Mission Monday morning
as part of a service project on Martin Luther King Jr. Day. (Photo:
Gary A. Mook/For the Sun-News)

"Everyone takes the day off" on MLK Day, Ray said. "We only go to school
four days a week (taking Friday off) and we don't need another day off. Why
not do something for MLK Day?"

Jose Aguilar, 17, spent his day of service sorting through games and books in
the Boys and Girls Club library. Games were sorted oldest to newest. Those
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Luis Sanchez, a student
at the New America
School, sorts clothing
donations at the Las
Cruces Gospel Rescue
Mission Monday morning
as part of a service
project on Martin Luther
King Jr. Day. (Photo: Gary
A. Mook/For the Sun-
News)

with missing game pieces were tagged with a list of needed pieces and some
games needed to be replaced entirely, he said. By helping out instead of
lounging at home, Aguilar said he felt he was giving back to a community that
has supported him.

"It is a good thing to do," he said. "It's MLK Day and that's better than if you
stayed out of school and sat on your butt. I'm glad I'm doing this today."

Selina Vallez, 14, spent her morning at Goodwill Industries sorting through
donations and organizing the offerings. She, too, said the day was about
giving back to the community and helping those whose budgets don't allow
shopping for top-dollar fashions.

"It's a chance to serve, to help out," she said.

Like Vallez, many students were moved to give back
to the community because they had been on the
receiving end of help and support when they needed
it.

"A lot of our kids are served by (these groups) when
they were in need," Ray said. "This is a way to give
back."

Savannah Rivera, 14, said following King's example of
service to others was rewarding and, as with King, a
way to bring light to the issue of equality.

"He did a lot of service to get his point across and to
give back," Rivera said. "We still have a ways to go.
There is still a separation between everyone. People
are people and it doesn't really matter what color
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your skin is."

Jason Gibbs may be reached at 575-541-5451, jgibbs@lcsun-
news.com or @fjgwriter on Twitter.
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